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This major exhibition, the final in a four-part series, will conclude the Geffrye Museum’s fascinating 

exploration of paintings of English urban domestic interiors and gardens from 1675 to the present day. 

This study has provided compelling and intimate glimpses into private worlds not often on display. 

 

Works by both famous artists and those who are less well known will be displayed, including Carel 

Weight, Olwyn Bowey, Howard Hodgkin, Jean Cooke, Michael Taylor, John Pearce, Victoria Crowe, Eric 

Rimmington, Stuart Pearson Wright and Julian Bell.   

 

In all of these paintings the complex nature of the English urban middle classes begins to be revealed.  As 

a field of study, this is still relatively new.  Our first Home and Garden exhibitions and catalogue broke 

new ground in demonstrating the value of paintings and drawings as evidence for understanding the 

middle classes and their homes, and here we have built on the earlier methodology and adopted new 

approaches suitable for the more recent works. In selecting works we have taken great care to ensure 

that the subjects fall within the middle-class realm, which in itself is rather difficult to define, but here 

includes the broad swathe of people in the middle of society.  Our definition of urban includes suburbs 

and is mainly focused on London, but we have included major English cities and towns where a particular 

work makes an important point not covered by a London painting.  

 

In each work in the Home and Garden exhibition and catalogue the sitter and/or place are identified, 

composition details and their hidden meanings are analysed, and key objects and their symbolism 

revealed, while finally the artist and oeuvre are placed in the context of their time. Reading pictures in 

this way provides fascinating insights into the culture, habits, tastes, values and social milieu which 

defined the middle classes during this period.   
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
1) For further information or images, please contact Nancy Loader, Press Officer, on 020 7739 9893 or 

nloader@geffrye-museum.org.uk.  
 
2) The exhibition will be accompanied by a full-colour catalogue, with contributions by the authors of the previous 

catalogue: Judith Batalion, Charlotte Gere, Eleanor John and Christine Lalumia. 
 
3) Accompanying Events 
 Open Evening and Exhibition Talk 
 This open evening is part of the ‘First-Thursdays’ initiative to keep art organisations open late one evening per 

month.  Visitors can explore the galleries and Home and Garden exhibition, listen to jazz, browse in the bookshop, or 
perhaps enjoy a glass of wine and a light supper in the restaurant.  A special exhibition talk at 6.45pm will provide an 
opportunity to ‘read’ a selection of paintings with one of the exhibition’s curators. 

 Thursday 1 November, 5.00 - .8.00pm.  Admission and events all free. 
 
 Study Day 

A day of lectures and case studies, presented by exhibition curators, artists and historians, exploring themes and 
particular paintings in the Home and Garden exhibition. 

 Saturday 19 January 2008, 10.00am – 4.30pm.  Tickets £35 in advance (includes coffee and lunch). 
 
 Workshop:  Stylish Screen-printing 

Taking inspiration from the vibrant patterns and colours in the Home and Garden exhibition, participants will have 
the chance to create their own picture during this introductory course in screen-printing. 

 Saturday 2 February 2008, 11.30am – 4.30pm.  Tickets £30 (includes materials but not lunch/refreshments). 
 
4) Accompanying Exhibition:  Cycle of Life:  Hackney Elders in their Gardens 

This small display of photographs by freelance photographer Sophie Verhagen is a moving portrayal of a selection of 
Hackney’s older residents in their gardens.  The subjects reflect the great social and cultural diversity in Hackney.  
These private spaces offer a sanctuary away from the hustle and bustle of urban living; tending these gardens can give 
their owners a sense of pride, well-being and autonomy at a time in their lives when they may be struggling to 
maintain their independence and remain in their homes.  Verhagen met these people whilst volunteering for Anchor 
Staying Put’s gardening project, which helps older people in Hackney to maintain their gardens. 
  

5) The Geffrye's specialist area of research involves an ongoing study of interiors and gardens through surviving houses 
and architectural fittings, furniture, furnishings and domestic items, documentary evidence in the form of inventories, 
diaries and letters, trade catalogues and pattern books, garden designs and plans, as well as the pictorial record.  The 
main galleries at the Geffrye are arranged as a chronological sequence of period rooms, showing English urban 
middle-class interiors from 1600 to the present day.  The museum is set in the former almshouses of the 
Ironmongers' Company, elegant 18th century buildings surrounded by tranquil gardens, in Shoreditch, East London.  

 
6) Admission: FREE 

Address:  136 Kingsland Road, Shoreditch, London E2 8EA 
Tel No:  020 7739 9893   Email:  info@geffrye-museum.org.uk  
Web Address: www.geffrye-museum.org.uk      
Opening Hours: Tue - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun and Bank Holiday Mons 12 - 5pm 
Travel:  Buses:  67, 149, 242, 243 or 394/Tube: Liverpool Street or Old Street 
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